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Abstract

The culture of the Isan people is an agricultural culture for the living
of the Isan people. This study focuses on 2 issues: 1) The use of turtles as offerings
to ancestral spirits in the culture of the Isan people and 2) the use of turtles as containers
Scoop rice for consumption By using the method of collecting data from the field
in the northeast area, namely in Sakon Nakhon basin, collecting data from
Sakon Nakhon Province Nakhon Phanom and Mukdahan And Korat basin, collecting
information about Roi Et province Kalasin and Maha Sarakham province therefore found that
the Isaan people used turtles as offerings of ancestral spirits before making rice farming
in order to hope for the worship that resulted in increased rice production by using both
live turtles and turtles that were made for food worship. And the use of tortoiseshell
to be a container of rice for consumption, which is a traditional culture that is
widely used in Southeast Asia in the past and remains in the northeast in some groups
Both of these findings are evident that turtles are considered important animals

in the culture of Isan people from the past to the present.

Keywords: turtle, rice culture
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Abstract

Phra That Choeng Chum or Phra That Chiang Chum where is an important
archaeological site of the Isan region and there is an important Chedi in the Me-
kong Sub-region. Since Phra That Choeng Chum was appears in “Orang-Kha-That”
literature that refer to the end of Samana Godom’s life and his highness to the animals
that represent to The Buddhism get in this area. Abovementioned of literature shows
the essence of folks and beliefs of peoples who accepted Buddhism along with
the transformation of religion into the original of Khmer Culture to “Phra That”
or “Uthesika Chedi”. In Buddhism, along with the narrative of the literature base
on this place where the gathering of the Four Buddha’s footprint and
the composition of architecture that has been created with people’s faith, including
the duty of “Slave” or “Practitioner” in the act of preserving the benefits of Phra That
Choeng Chum. These groups act in the form of faith communities and the community
faith the temple today.

Keywords: Phra That Choeng Chum, historical development, holy area,

the composition of architecture, slave
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