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Oradee Maya Narai Cheng Weng: The representation of women in
Sakon Nakhon Basin.

Surachai Chinnabutr

Abstract

This article aims to study the role and representation of women in
Nonghan Luang which be the ancient city of Sakon Nakhon basin. The
study found that Phranang Narai Cheng Weng, the King’s wife of Phaya
Suwanapingkala who the ruler of Nonghan Luang city, was the leader to
build Phra That Narai Cheng Weng which was enshrined the relic of the
Buddha to compete with men who build Phra That Phu Pek .Phaya
Suwanapingkala, the ruler of Nonghan city, was presided over this
construction according to the agreement of the relic creation was who be the
first finished , would get the relic of Buddha. The woman use the witchcraft
in persuading the man to abandon the Phra That 's construction in order to
his construction was not completed on schedule and then the woman was
victorious. The rule of Phra Nang Narai Cheng Weng is good as a result that
the woman's role is the sustaining harmonies.Phra That Narai Cheng Weng is
like the representation of Phra Nang Narai Cheng Weng with the bargaining
power with men too. This study reflects that the role and power of woman
around Sakon Nakhon basin in the ancient society which can hold up to
equal with men.

Keyword : Phra That Oradee Maya, representation, Sakon Nakhon Basin.
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